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Wright, TUnited States
Opium Commissioner, is 44 years
old, and a native of Ohio. He was
appointed to his present office July
1, 1908, and was American delegate
to the International Opium Commis-
slon, which met at Shanghai in Feb-
ruary, 1909. Idle began his education
in Boston, and was graduated M. D.
C. M., with first-ciass honors, from
McGill University, in Montreal, in
1885. He served there for a year in
. hospltal, then spent two vears in
China and Japan, studying scientific,
social, and economic conditions. In
1897 1e received the British Medical
Assceiation  Studentship for re-
searches on the nervous system, and,
- elsewhere in LKurope, won high aca-
demic honors. In 1900-1903 he served
upon a special mission in Further
India, studying tropical diseases, es-
pecially  beri-beri, malaria, and
plague. After other official medical
gervice of the highest Iimportance in
India he returned to the United
States in 1903. Since the adjourn-
ment of the International Opium
Commission he has been attached to
the Department of State, preparing
for the coming conference at The
Hague this Spring. He is the author
of many scientific articles and mono-
graphs on the nervous system, social
and economic problems in the trop-
iecs, and on the history, soclology,
and economics of the opium prob-
lem.

Hamilton

By Edward Marshall.

EAD this paragraph and gasp.
“0Of all the mnations of the
world,”” Dr. Hamilton Wright,
_ who knows more of the subject
than any other living man, told me the
bther dayv, ‘‘ the United States consumes
w.cst habit-forming drugs per capita.
©Opium, the most pernicious drug known
to humanity, is surrounded, in this coun-
try, with far fewer safeguards than any
tiation in all Europe fences it with. China
now guards it with much greater care
than we do; Japan preserves her people
from it moere intelligently than we do
ours, who can buy it, in almost any form,
in every tenth one of our drug stores.
QOur phyvsicians use it recklessly in reme-
dijes and thus become responsible for
making numberless ‘ dope fiends,” and in
uncounted nostrums offered everywhere
*or sale it figures, in habit-making quan-
tities, without restriction. Even in Rus-
eia medical practitioners, recognizing the
great Svdenham’'s declaration that with-
out opium their profession would go limp-
ing, have guarded it as one might guard
a pearl, for use and against abuse. A
physician there would no more think of
giving it at orlinary time of physical or
mental stress than he would think of
taking it himself because he had a trif-
ling pain or felt a litile worry. Here
nhyvsicians often are addicted to the habit,
and they continually prescribe opium for
insufficient causes or without any real
excuse. The contrast between European
and American professional ethics in this
matter is deplorable, and the dark side
of the picture is America's. A proportion .
of our doctors and a much larger ratio of
our druggists regard their liberty to pre-
scribe and sell as license to advise and
furnish to its victims the narcotic curse
upon demand.”

Dr. Wright is earnest, energetic, nerv-
ous and magnetic; throughout officia,l}
circles he is spoken of, in Washington, as
“Opium Doctor’’ Wright, and is proud of it.
He has done more, perhaps, than any other
man to fight the opium habit in this coun-
try, and the fruit of his enthusiasm has
not been confined to the Unifed States.
He is an important leader in a world-
wlde crusade, and almost from world’'s
end to world’s end his fame is known.
Everywhere he is regarded as the one
man living who, through individual ef-
fort along the line which he has chosen,
has accomplished most. On the 30th of
May, this year, he will be upon the firing
line again in stiil another battle with the
evil as one, and, probably, the chief of
the American delegation to the Opium
Conference at The Hague, where, with
associates appointed by twelve of the
Ereat powers, he will, it is to be devoutly
hoped, give to the world a real solution
of this mightiest of its narcotic problems,

Few people realize how serious the
oplum habit has become in the TUnited
States. Ask most men where most opium |
is used and they will answer, * China,’’ |
without the slightest hesitation: but the
fact 1s definitely otherwise. Our per
¢aplita consumption equals and probably
exceeds that of the Dragon Empire, and
there the habit is intelligentlyv being killed,
while here it is increasing with so great'
a speed that we may well stand startled-
at the contemplation of its spread.

The Story of the Opium Fight.

“-The history of the opium fight forms a
queer illustration of our National blind-
ness to our own faults,” Dr. Wright ox-
plained to me, ‘* and emphasizes our Na-
tional tendency to see, with_an amazing
clarity, the sins of others, while remain-
ing blind to our own viciousness. The
habit has this Nation in its grip to an
astonishing extent. Our prisons and our
hospitals are full of victims of it, it tas
robbed ten thousand business men of
moral sense and made them beasts who
prey upon their fellows, unidentified it
has become one of the most fertile caases
of unhappiness and sin in the United
States, If not that cause which can be
charged with more of both than any
other.

““When Champ Clark, before the Ways
and Means Committee, asked me what the
effect of the restrictive legislation which
I favored would be, I said that it would
be to drive out of the business not less
than 10 per cent. of all the retail drug-
gists in the country, because, in the |
United States, at least one druggist out
of every ten exists by means of profits |
from the sale of habit-forming drugs, of
whiech, of course, opinm and its deriva-
tives are most important. Most people
will, with Mr. Clark, be much surprised
t0 read this, but it is less than truth. If
oplum were rightly safeguarded in the
United States far more than a full tenth
of all the druggists would be immediately
forced from business, and many, many a
complacent doctor, wiilling to prescribe
the drug upon demand of ary patient's
hurtful craving for it, -would find his
" practice, now, really, a mere detail of one

" of the world’s most vicious habits, dwin-
dling quickly into nothing.

“As the result of the illicit traffic in
.these drugs the pharamceutical profession
in this country has lost much of its dig-
nity, and this is fully justified by facts;
the medical profession must include with-
in its ranks a multitude of arrant knaves,
the greater number of them, possibly,
themselves the victims of the drug and
robbed by it of all sense of their responsi-
bility to their patients and society.

“ Our people, through these facts, and
carelessness, ignorance, and want of|
foresight by the Federal Government,
and, too, I think, as the result of mental
&nd physical exhaustion following the

&ivil war, ha.vg hecome the greatest drug

>

Dr. Hamilton

Wright,

Oplum Comm1551oner

. T T e e TRE e e E T m s R eI

Savys Wéi

Use More of That Drug Per Capita
Than the Chinese.
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fiends in the world, not exc¢luding the
Chinese. We are literally the world’s
opium eaters.”

“ And no effor{s—

Opposition to Efforts at Reform.

““QOh, ves, very definite efforts have
been made looking toward reform, and
they will win, but the opposition  has
been strenuous. A restrictive bill, pro-
posed this Winter, provided for the regu-
lation by the Federal Government of
every person—importer, manufacturer,
druggist, or physician—who in any man-
ner handles habit-forming drugs, and that {
all sales and transactions in those drugs
must be recorded and such records kept
quite open to inspection by the accredit-
ed authorities of States and municipall-
tiles charged with the enforcement of
anti-narcotic laws. Against this bill was
brought an opposition representing ag-
gregated capital of quite $100,000,000, ang
with an annual turnover of at least five
times that sum.” _

“ And is there, in no other country, 50|
strong an opposition to restrictive
measures?’”’

“No other country in the world, to-
day, is either faced by such an opium-
problem, or finds its efforts to dissolve
the one it has so viciously opposed. China
is involved to the extent of annual dutles
amounting to £6,000,000, or, roughly, $30,-
000,000; India’'s financial ipterests do not
amount to more than ‘\‘aa0,000000 annually,
counting tariff and internal revenue, and
counting her +whole Bengal opium
monopoly, her Chinese traffic and her
excise income from the sale of opium in
India, There has peen talk, lots of if, in
this couniry, in criticism of the British
attitude toward oplum, but we might,
with much meore profit, talk in criticism
of our own, for, in comparison with ours )
the sins of England are small matters.
Thelrs are open, ours are hidden. That is|
why we hear so much about Great
Britain’s and so little of our own; and
the hidden vice is ever far more danger- '
ous tkan the unconcealed wrongdoing.”

“ f1as no others country than America a
similar problem among druggists. and:!
physicians?

We Stand Alone in Our Indifference.

‘“ All have had, but, except for us, they
all have brought their evils under some |
coutrol. Canada, for instance, has passed
a splendid law. Germany has good laws
and so have Russia, France, and Eng:
land. Even the Crown Colony of Hong-
ltong has a law which puts this country
to the blush. I have spoken about Cana-
da. She has not only cleared her own
skiris, but has hel@d an unasked helping
hand out toward us. Mr. W. L. Mac-
Kenzie King has had a bill passed there
which [forbids the exportation to this
country of opium prepared for smoking,
thereby protecting us from smuggled
opium from that direction, almost against
our will, apparently. In the past not less
than 20,000 pounds, and, probably, quite
30,000 pounds per annum have been smug-
gled into the United States across our
northern boundary.”

* And how about our southern border?

“I know less about the Mexican fron-
tier. ‘YWe are sure that Jarge amounts of
opium prepared for smoking are imported
into Mexico, and that most of it is not
consumed there. The natural inference-
is that it comes across our toundary—is
smuggled-—~but, for one reason or another,
we lack detailed knowledge.

*“* That matter will adjust itself, how-
ever. Larger phases of the subject have
demanded and are still demanding our at-
tention. There are the Philippines, for
instance.

" When we found.that we had captured,
with the Philippines, an opium problem,
we set to work to solve it as intelli-
gently as we could, and, at first, it was
though best to gradually abolish the
drug’s use there. The islands needed
revenue and needed it acutely, so it was
deemed by some expedient, if not entirely
wise, to countenance restricted sale, be-
neath a heavy tax, and use the income
for ‘necessary, worthy purposes, such as,
for instance, schools. But further study
proved the trade to be a threat to every-
thing we held of value in the islands,
|so Mr. Taft, who then was Governor,‘
jsent out his experts to investizate
| through the whole East and come back
'with full information and suggestions.
, This commission also advised gradual
‘abolition of the traffic, not its instan-
taneous prohibition, and, therefore, for
a time this was again considered, but
it soon became apparent that the meas-
ures they suggested were too mild to
suit the sentiment of the home apeoole.
who protested until Congress passed an
act of prohibition at the request of Mr,
Roosevelt and of Mr. Root.

1

The Islands in the Grip of Opium.
‘““The vice had gained strong foothold

|

. S.

in the Islands. TUnchecked, it surely
would have utterly destroyed their peo-
ple. It had been Mr. Taft's recognition
of this when he was Governor of the
islands which started the whole move-
ment, and Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Taft, Mr.
Root, and Mr. Knox all deserve enormous
credit for effective work.

““ Well, this situation on the Islands,
’Wi'l'.h the study it gave rise to, led us
. toward some abppreciation of our own
idomestic faults and earnest efforts to
.correct them, so, after all, even the worst
~enemies of the Pacific islands must ac-
'knowledge that they have been beneficial
'in their general effect on us. Without
' the work which their necessities demand-
'ed it is doubtful if we would to-day be
'so near to general appreciation of the
'hold which drugs have taken on us as a
nation.

“ Our action in the Islands, too, was
destined to prove beneficial, not to us,
| alone, but to the world at large, for the
traffic in the islands was not only very
‘rapidly suppressed, but the attention of
!the great comrmunity of nations was at-
| tracted, by our discoveries and action, to
‘the problem and, later, to the possibill-
ties of its solution.”

,* “Did the islands take the prohibition
| without protest?”

““ No prohibition of a vice is ever taken
without protest,”” Mr. Wright replied.
“ Our Government met many difficulties,
but by solving them it decreased crime
upon the: islands, encouraged thrift and
doubtless raised the general intelligence.”

His general hint of difficulties was con-
firmed to me, the same day he made it,
by an ex-officer of Filipino scouts who
talked with me about the matter. His
story is worth Iinterpolation here. Lee
Clotworthy, his name is, and his fame
s very great. He has traveled far and
well and met many men of many kinds,
including cowmen in Montana, where he
has a2 ranch and where he learned the

Opium Commissioner,

e s,

Xlamilto n Wright.

cattle business. At present he is counted
one of this country’s ablest military writ-
ers, experts, critics, but one day at Manlila
only his Kkeen knowledge of the cow|
kind counted.

Clever Smugglers of Opium.

The Secret Service men were sure that
day that on a cattle boat from Hong-

kong oplum was. being smuggled, but
they could not learn just how. Klaborate
search was made without results, but

without convincing the officials that they
could be wrong in their surmise. - Clot-

worthy happened to be hear, and he was
called in consultation. ¥e proceeded to
the dock and watched the cattle as they
came down through the chute from off
the ship. His practiced eye saw some-
thing wrong with one .cow’s horn, and he
had . her separated from the herd. 'Then
he studied that queer-horn. Investigation
showed that it had been removed, and
then, by clever fingers, fitted with an
inner thread and screwed in place again
after it had been filled with raw opium.
And in the herd  upon the boat it soon
developed that there were a lot of opium-
bearing cows. In that manner, it was
discovered, tremendcns quantities of the
drug had been smuggled in,

But to go back to Dr. Wright.

‘ The almost instantaneously bheneficial
effects of our repressive legislation in the
Philippines,”’ he continued, ‘‘ attracted the
attention of the Chinese Government.
The leading Chinese statesmen were de-

lighted by what they* thought our friendly
act in the suppression.of vice in-territory
neighboring them. a.nd “Tong:-8hao Ye,
with Yuan Shi Ki, men.of. greatibreadth
of mind and influence. declded that the
time had come. for _.Chlna., also,. to. .take
actlon. For two -centuries -the -vice- had
held her spellbound. Accordingly the |
Emperor abolished all inferior ,production
of the poppy and ordered -the prohibition

of opium smoking. in o.li parts of the em-
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‘ing through Mr. Root, invited all the pow-

:idea. of the first great conference. Fre.nce,
+ Russia, Portugal, Holland, Great Britasin.l

i importation, manufacture, and sale; Hol-

| Russia, gained no revenue from the trade,

pire by a gradual process extending over
ten years. KHis course has been surpris-
ingly effective. :

The Calling of the Conference.
‘““ Then it wag that Mr. Roosevelt, act-

ers having possessions in the East to
come together in a conference looking to,
the full suppression of the traffic- in that
Jportion of the world. That was before we
realized the vast importance of our great
home problem~the mighty problem which
we hope during the impending meeting at
.The Hague to find some measure to con-
“trol. -

‘““ The powers gladly acquiesced in- the

‘and Japan sent delegates. 'They were
nearly all directly interested in the trade,
and had watched with interest our 'Philip-
pine experiments. France had a large, col-
ony in Inde-China, in which a 8reat pa.zlt'
‘of her revenue was drawn from Opium o
which the Government had a monopo}y_‘ ‘of

land drew much of her revenue in Suma-
tra and Java from a similar source; Ja-
pan, which had an effective prohibitory
law in Japan proper, still derived a large
part of her Formasan revenues from the
opium trade; China, from the internal
production of opium and the importation
of the drug from India, had £6,000,000, or
about $30,000,000, annually to consider;.

and In 1881 had made it contraband;
Portugal's colony on the Macao coast
subsisted almost wholly on its opium frev-,
enue; In Italy, Austria-Hungary, and.;
Germany the problem had been practically:
solved or never had existed; Persia had a
problem; Turkey, which had one of great
importance, was invited, but could not ac-
cept.

‘** The conference wa&as held and stimu-
lated interest throughout the nations of
the earth, We had become leaders in a
real world-movement looking to a great
reform and had just reason to be proud
of this; but we had gone to Shanghai,
fresh from our achievements in the isl-
ands, with a feeling that we were a
righteous crowd, licensed to feel superior.

‘“ A little study showed us the grave
folly of our position, for the matter of
our own consumption of the drug arose
and was, to some extent, Investigated.
The results appalled our delegates.

Controlling a Vast Peril.

“Tt has been said that at that Shang-
hai conference little was accomplished.
That is not true in any sense, but if
nothing more had been done by it than:
the awakening of interest in our own
great problem it still would have re-
mained among the most immensely useful
of world-meetings, The coming confer-
ence is its direct outgrowth, and that -isl
something, isn’t it? Much real good has
already been achieved. Great Britain is;:

— —

 offered her was one of the most difficult
|swwhich any nation evar has been called

'that the oplum traffic, while it is not

i*after all, analogous to it, and she is ar-
‘ranging to destroy the one as she de-

Iabolishing the traffic and the habit in ten
'years is a direct outgrowth of the con-
 ference and our studies in the Philip-
. pines,

i the movement toward the cleansing of our
,own household.

| China’s flat prostration underneath <he
~curse of the drug habit, and our shud-
. ders were, perhaps, most vigorous of all.
'Of all those interested: in reforming her
. we showed, I think, the most acute and
“busy signs.
"in 1909, was really designed particularly
for study of the dreadful things the

"covered our relations to the traffic.

-his will. perhaps, and at the expense of |

co-operating with us in the mighty move-
ment for confrol of the vast peril, and
has now declared her firm intention of
abolishing gradually her Indlan opium

traffic and the revenues derived from it.)

She has, Indeed, begun upon the work,l
and this is of enormous moment as an|
indication of her earnestness, for the
financial problem which the situationj

upon to solve. She recognizes, though,

exactly a parallel to the slave traffic, is,

stroyed the other. The edict in China

and the benefit that nation has
derived already is tremendous. Our own
avoidance of the creation of a problem
in the Philippines similar to England's
'in India is a subject for congratulation. |

‘““ And also as an outgrowth of this con-
ference has come the other movement
which is vastly more important than the
one which brought about the conference—

You see, %the -whole
world had regarded with a shudder

The Shanghai conference,

Chirese had been doing to themselves
with opium.

Uncovered Qur Relation to the Traffic,

‘““ The results of the Investigation were
not quite what were expected. They un-
You
see, we had suggested the whole. thing,
primarily with the idea of- guardmg the
weak morals of the Chinaman, against

4

i to fill our own fat purses, undreamed of

I . - —_
-.‘f..:-t .-'-r'-...r-v-"'c‘!‘

his own pocket but it soon developed that’
we were importing into the United States,
ing legally importing, in our selfish grecd

' l’-o—'-» q, .

quantities of the same drug which we be-
lieved the Chinaman should cease to use.

“* Thus, as an outgrowth of the confer-
cnce there was begun a movement which
has probably been even more important
“than’ the: confe‘rEnce itself in its results.
BStarting oiit to lcaln the dangers of the
foreign opmm traffic, we learned that
ddngers also lie. in-thé.home trade, and
suggested * general domestic investigation
by the powers. jl‘hls was genera,lly agreed
to, and the study, "it was granted, should
include the study of; ‘the, morphine habit
and the vices alli‘ed):t.o it. That this would
‘show us as the worl'd;s- worst sinners few
people, 1f- any, suspected, but thls ‘has |
proved to be the case! '

"L Of all the natmnﬂ ot; the world, Amer-
ica consumes most opium in one form or
cmother. Surprised 'b;v these facts as we
are and as the nation§ of the world must
1be, we now undersfand our grave delin-
quency and realize that in ‘Ssome way the
- evil must he speedliy corrected. We dre
the -greediest drug. takers in the universe,
and‘have begun to suffer from it, as, ot
'course Was quite inevitable.

“ We use more. smoking opium per an-
num than- six great EurOpean nations put
'tOthhQI‘. or. «ie‘ this rdetan of ‘our great
‘COHSUmption of “theYd; ﬁg a detail of our
.Chinese. prqblem, 1;‘;*%’9&‘&3&% we have a
Chinese prohfem.” Dhe.(¥inese may have|
brought the habit*wlth i:hem ‘to our.sharges,
and ma.ny Of thg ‘Chinese’ here undoubt—
edly Usé “opium, bt its consumption Has
-51‘0'0731 far Héyong the wildest estimate of
the capacity:of our comparatively small
Chinese population. At the coming con-
ference the. .regort of the United States
will of sheer necessity be of the nature of
a humiliating confession. Russia, Aus-
tria-Hungary, Ge.rmanz.,. Hollapd, and
Italy have, ail put . together, a vastly
smaller opium consumption than that .of
the United _States,. although their. total,

population 1s 15.‘5,000,000 ags ainst our 90,-
000,000, IR

Our Vast Con§Umption.

“Every year we manage to consume
000, 000 pounds of the drug, while -they,

| in combination use less .than 40,000
lpounds Nor are these startiing figures
 the most staltlmg, which we must present
‘before tnat conference and consider care-
fully ourselves. Our consumption of this,
greatest curse which humanity. has ever
known since humanity began is .grow-
ing constantly, despite the passage of
new laws and the continual efforts of the
scientists and moralists to teach its
dangers. Since 1860 the population of
this country has grown 133. per cent.,
while the amazing fact is plainly on the
records that our opium consumption has
incredsed 351 per cent.” -

*“*What has been done to check this
in the past?’ . .

“QOur Congress,”” Mr. Wright replied.
‘“* from the beginning of our Government,
legalized the importation into the. United
States of smoking-opium by the imposi-
tion on it of various import duties, .rang-
ing from $6 on the pound to twice .as
much. Thus, you will observe, we recog-
nized it as an evil promptly and, .quite
as promptly, arranged not to prohibit .it
but to make a profit out of it. . Not quite
high-minded, possibly, but precisely ‘what
we did and what .we have from time to
time criticised other nations for. - - .

‘“And the-drug gained in favor with a
thoughtless ..peaple,- through ;-thelr care-
Iiessness and . the. Vena.hty of those who
served them to..a degree which now has.
come to be appalling. Not only are -we
now the greatest of the .world’s drug
takers, and been forced.to make acknowl-
edgment of it, but we must now admit, in
the forthcoming conference, that our con- |
sumption of raw opium Is growing twice
as fast to-day as grows our. population.
The drug habit has spread. .throughout

America until it threatens us with very
serious disaster.

Spreaders of the Vicious Hablt.

SCA dozen megdiums have helped to
spread it, of which the consc1ene‘eless’ or
ignorant physician, the law-defying re-
tail druggist, and the manufacturers of
nostrums largely founded on  narcotics
_ha.ve been ohlef. The opium and mors«
phine habits have . become a Natlional
curse, and in. some. way they must cer-
tainly be checked, if we wish to maintain
our high place among the nations .of lhe
-world and any elevated standard of in-
telligence and morality . among ourselves.:

s That, at the conference, we must-con-
fess our viciousness, we all regret, but
more acutely still we hope that from that
conference we shall bring ideas which
will help us.in destruction of the evil. The
final movement, will quite surely come, I
think, through National legislation. Al-
most all State Legislatures have passed
laws dealing with the subject in one. way
or another—some bad, some good—but not-
withstanding these the importers and
manufacturers of the drug have .sold.it
where they wpuld, to whomsoever wished-
to buy. They have been conscienceless.and
greedy and almost wholly  unrestrained.
The - Federal Government. must take hold
now, and doubtless will, af{er the coming
conference has added to the aggregate of
knowledge of the subject. Until the situ-

ation is made pressing. Dby the. scorn. of

_R,‘

[-*na;t-i'dns‘*. as it 4s sure o be e tternal
' ports are in, it is not reasonable to look
for competent legislation. . Mr, .Knox a,nd
Mr. Taft have shown much interest, and
for two years have pressed Congress Zfor
wise laws, but™little has .beén-done. A
powerful lobby has worked constantly
against us,-and, besides, the situationlig
not clearly understood, even at the Ca.'i)i-'
tol. The Federal Government wilt"un-
' doubtedly, however, eventually have laws *
|at its disposal to control the importation, -
~manutacture, and inter-State fraffic in all
rhabit-making drugs, and then good work
wilk.be’quite: possible. Wi oo or
“We ha.ve made ourselves a bit amils-
ing by the blithe way in whlen we called
a conference to study others =its, on‘y to
discover through it that we wele our-
selves the greatest sinners: Yt we ha\e
made good. “We started in tle ror*‘t.reuge
with the idea of "uardm,._,, puelsaL.l.r tixe
morals of our nelghborb atl ‘ine c\pense
of their pocketbooks anl com?ore, ulule
our own it seems were mors n need
conservation than the worst of thé!rs but
we have not deserted tine“gregt il
ment. We were importing in great quiet:
‘ties and consuming reckiessiy a fors!dt
opium which c¢ould not hut debauch*tho

community. - UL
. vf?

Prompt Action May Save Us’

UG
' **But the minute this was Lea.h.aﬂx_ll,}__lr.
Root urged Congress to pasd an act before
the meeting of the commissirn excluding
‘from the Nation all but medicinal opjum;
'and this was done in February, 1989 his
isaved our faces and had a benefigigljn-
. fluence upon the work of the comnigsion.
It showed: the powers that we megnt
business As a result of the de]iheleqone
of the conference nine fundammtal ?e
lutions were unanimousily pascesl con-
|demnat0rv of the traffic. This of fiﬁgif
. was a step forward. Condc'nnanojk.cf
'the drug had in the past been fredqy ent
but this one came officia:ly trom :al]
nations which could act to best adva nta,zfe,
and the way was thus arriyed a\iﬂ’tg)r
the United States to nropgss a f“{&&;
conference te conventionaiize .ihe 3
hai resnlutions and the corolinries deuved
therefrom

¢ We made the propomtmn m September,
1900., It was at once accepied, and the
Dutch Gov ernment invited us to make The
_Ha.gue our meeting place. ,“ e are prom-
ised that all, Governments who will he
. Tepr esented there will heartll}' co-opera.te
with us in efforts to stamp out this. worlc_l-
lvude evil, and Great Dritain ium l3one Lo
the greater lengih of proposing ﬂld.t we
deal not only w ith these drugs, but WwWiLn
all others that are now or may becoma
& menace, suggesting that these bée mal Yo
at least tne subjectis of investigation.

New Conference Most Powerfu!. .

_“ 1t has been stated that the Shanghai
Conference did not accomplish what had
been exwected of it. It should be élearly
understood that it was not a conference
with full' power, but an international com-
mission along the lines of "international
commissions at The Hague,’ ra.ther to
study and report than to frame leglsia-
| tion. The conference, which is now 'a se-
quenceé, will be composed of delegates with
full power to sign, ad referendum, ‘an
agreement to bring the production and
sale of opium and other habit-formmg
drugs under .control.” ¥

" " Itis a great step forward in the march
OF ¢ivilization?”

1 “One is apt to think one’s own work
' most important, but wlhen it is remembered
that opium is chargeéd ‘in history with at
least one blbody -wat, that Chinese think-
ers all @wdmit that® it -held that fﬁi'g‘ht‘.\f
nationin rea} thraldom for two centuries,
that it still holds large populations, elde-
where,-in inértia, that, here in the United
States, it has gained a terrifying® foot-
hold which it has been advancing With
appalling speed untll it threatens to be-
‘cofme ‘a drug-invasion great enough to
hamper our triumphant march of progiéss,
one must, it seems to me, find the guées-
tion quite as great as any thatsthe poivers
have, in the past, considered jointlv IL
‘the conference does not disband before it
| has accomplished all the work it has 10
. do, then will its sessions greatly help to-
ward 1emoving frome the shoulders of
humanity one of the. greatest burdens
which have ever, by unwisdom, greed
and wickedness, been fasteried on A

kind.

* And-opium is not the only habit-f fﬁ
ing drug we are called on to fighg
am not far wrong In stating that we
have the largest per capita consumption
of marcotics and anodynes of any people
in .the world. Take the question of d¢o-
caine, for instance. It is a generally
known faet that during the last twenty
years cocainerhag been diverted froin lts
original usg by the surgeon as ‘a‘’ local
anaesthetic to  pander to the'!supposed
needs of large numbers of our -population,
It Is estimated, after a  wide .consuita-
tion that 15,000 or 20,600 ounces of this
drug are sufficient tq. satisfy the demands
of surgery in the United States. To-day
there .are manufactured in .the United
States at least 150,000 ounces. of the drus,
the larger part of which is put \w :iMe
proper uses, .

‘“1It is the unanimous opmion of évery
State and municipal organization having
to do with-the enforcement of State-and
municipal pharmacy laws that the mis-
use of cocaine is a direct :iinc¢entive to
crime; that it is perhaps of all factors a
singular one in augmenting -the wcriminal
ranks. The illicit use of, the drug is
most difficult to _cope \vzth and the.ha-
bitual use of it temporarily raises Ahe
power of a criminal to a point where in
resisting arrest there is no hesitation to

murder.
““ 1t is really more a.ppa.ilin in its’ ef-

fact than any other ha‘olt-forming drug'
in use ih the United States. In the South
the use of cocaine among the lower ordet
of working negroes is quite common. It
is current knowledge throughout the
South that on many pubhc works levee
and railroad construction, and’ in otﬁer
Working ‘¢camps where large nuimbers"” of
negroes congregate, cocaine Is'"ped-
dled pretty openly. In all of our 'lifge
cities the drug is compounded witi’Idw
‘grades of spirit, which make a"r’fiad’-
‘dening compound. Inquiries have shown
that coniractors of labor in the Sbuth,
under the impression that cocaine stimue
lates the negro laborérs to a greatervotit-
put of.work, wink at the distributibnsof
the drug to them. There is no doubt
that this drug, perhaps more than any
other, is used by those concerned in the
white slave traffic -to. corrupt -younrg
girls, and that when the habit of lra,s,ind
the drug has -been estaplished, it -Is; buf;
a short time before such girls fall to,;he
ranics of prostitution, « ... gm0
“To illustrate the. insidious Spl‘i;ﬁﬂ.}
‘t_he gocaine habit,- you should know,dhat
an ever increasing numberyof. our S.f’ﬂ?i*’
and - soldiers -are falling into the ygq.,of
it. ‘It was, found recently that samg,.pf
the. Liegation guards at Pekihg wveRg 0ﬁo--
caine fiends, and the Chinese Gover
found if.necessary ta ask the trea.tpgpow-
ers to-permit her to. prohibit the. 1mplo;;.f.a-.
tion of cocalne excepl for mediciug], QP. T
poses. ,Indla is also threatened .wik %le't
vice. . But the TUnited. States J:: _p;eil
eminently the country in which thex:e"léi
an abuse of. cocaine.” . R _.t~1”.-
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