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Oplum Pipes of lvory and Costly
- mVVoods Being Burned in Shanghai.

-

RGED on by the United States the

have entered into a pact to drive
-0 the opium smoker and opium
- e€ater out of existence. In so doing they
will sacrifice many millions of revenue
every vyear. As soon as the crusade
. against the poppy has been won—and the
day of victory may be said to be dawn-
-Ing—the United Statés will take just as
resolute steps to abolish in every civil-
-ized land the growing traffic in -cocaine,
nashheesh, heroin, absinthe, chloral, and
-other grugs that fasten themselves upon
-mankind.
.- I Statistics prove that, as the importation
- 0ff opjum subsides, the incoming of other
Harmful drugs increases at an alarming
rate. To-day in the United States, from
.coast to coast and from Canada to Gulf,
“there is a steady increasp in the use of
drugs that are almost as destructive as
.the Oriental flower that fufhishes opium.
Hnndred': of thousands of the inhabitants
. ol this country are addicted to the constant
nse of ‘“ headache powders’ that contain
_dea,dly acetanilid; thousands of others
,'.seldom . go to sleep without stallow-
iing & quantity of chloral hydrate, which
.1s the “ knock-out drops” of the profes-
“8ional thug; unnumbered others daily use
_preparations of cocaine to give them fan- |
:cled strength for their work, while a
degion of others habitually use bella-
donna, arsenic, and strychmne without
nOD.Si.llﬂIi“‘~a-phFSIClan.
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To stamp ourt he use of these drugs
‘among the people will require the best
efforts of the National as well as the
State Governments., Every physician must
be a volunteer in the service, every school

.u-....

great powers of the Old ‘World .

teacher, minister, and parent, who real-

7 Cocaine Taken from a Street Peddler‘of. the Drtitg b)'t New York Police. -

" fzes the awful importance of the subJect
must help. b
- The tremendous incre<Z¢ in the use of
focaine that followed ths passage of the
_Yyestrictive laws against opium may be
gathered when it is known that in 1904—
_before the TUnited States took up the
cudgel against the Oriental habit—the im-
. portation of cocaire was only 58,000
-, ounces, and of caca leaves, from swhich
. coca.me is made, was 53,000 pounds. In
1805 300,000 pounds of the leaves were im-
l_.g.liorted, but the importation of cocaine had
" fallen off to about half what it was the
sear before because, rather than pay a

- :guty of 23 per cent. ad valorem, the chem-

~jstgs Thad started the manufacture of

the drug in this country on a large scale.

In 1906 the importation of coca iea.ves
was 2,600,000 pounds. '

By this time, however, many of the

5 -States awoke to the fact that cocaine was

: a pretty dangerous drug to have sold

—about the cities and towns without any

~.safeguards or stint, and many of them
The passage of
.- $Hese statutes resulted in the.shrinkage |

bf the importations of coca leaves in 1907 ¢
- to 1,515,000 ounces, and in 1908 to 633,000

s passed restrictive laws.

ounces. In 1908 the importation of co-

caine from abroad was only 3,792 ounces,

e

ment takes a hand by prohibiting the
movement of the drug in inter-State com-
merce, 2 great deal will be smuggled
across the State lines and used. The same
may be said of all the other drugs that
the communities would exclude. No mat-

'ter how stringent loca] laws may be, if

the drugs are allowed on sale without re-
striction in any of the States, they are
bound to find their way-into the forbid-
den territory.
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It is -proposed to have Congress'pa:ss a

law that will force the manufacturers and

dealers in all habit-inspiring . drugs to
take out a Federal license and to make
regular periodical returns to the Internal
Revenue Bureau. By this means every
ounce of cocaine, chloral, &c., may be
traced from the time it is manufactured
until it reaches the consumer: ancé Iif
the consumer lives in a *‘ closed terri-
tory ’? it is believed possible to cure him
of the bhabit by. ta.kmg from him the
means of continuing it. The State De-
partment, through i{ts Opium Commis-
sioner, Dr. Hamilton Wright, took the
initiative in the matter of suppressing
the production and sale of opium for eat-
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. An Oplum Storage Ship, Shanghai.
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ing and smoking purposes, and will lead 1
the fight for the eradication of the other~}
drug habits.

«Phe cocaine and chloral ha.bits are
just as bad in their way as the oplum
habit,” said Dr. Wright, “and we are
going to draw up a bill for presentation
to Congress for’ the suppression of the
sale of these drugs to the genera.l ‘public.
‘We have no doubt that the Iawmakins
power will promptly pass the legislation,_
for there is no greater enemy to the com-
munity than a man who has become the
victim of a habit of this sort. He not}
only loses the money that he spends on
the drug, but he loses the time that he ig
under its'influence, and impoverishes, nis
family. He becomes not only uiterly,
worthless as a citizen but is likely soon
to join the criminal class.

“ Tt was, therefore, not entirely from
altruistic motives that the State Depart-
ment went about the crusade aga.inst
opium. Out in the Philippines we ha.d a
large Chinese popuiation that had the
habit. Here in this country from 40 to
45 per cent. of the entire Chinese popula-
tion were opium smokers and .spent a
large share of their earnings on the'drug.
It looked like & good business move, as
well as a long stride 4n the direction of
the good of mankind, for us to take the-
initiative. To do so it meant that we
would lose more than' $5600,000 a year rev-
enue in the Philippines alone, but that
was a small item when the resulting ben-
efit was considered. --

“So the department launched the
movement. As a result of that move we
held a conference in February at Shang-
hal, and in addition to the United States
there were represented Great Britain;
France, Germany, Austria - Hungary,
Italy, Russla, Japan,, the Netherlands,
China, Persia and Siam. Great Brite.in
was making $85,000,000 a year from her
opium in India, but, desplte that Zfact,
very cheerfully joined hands with us in
decilaring for tho suppression of the traf-
fic in_all its branches except for medic-
inal purposes.

*“In addition to the Indian revenue in
opium Great Britain -had also at stake
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the opium arms of the.,Streits Settle-
mentsq and” Hongkong, Fra.nce was inter-'
ested {to’, the extent offmillions in ,Indo-
China; tJe,pen i Foympes, and the' N’eth- :
erlandy. in‘ its ‘Hast. India.n! possessions. In |
view ® of. the - enormous _sums> the’ other'
powers tstood to lose our deiegation was:,
iR’ ra.ther* an emba.rt‘assing position, but'
we stood: for.the moral uplift of the World ¥
-and woniout. Grea.t‘Brita.in a.greed to.res
duce, the: exports of: opium rrom India. 10
pér cont.”8 yeny foriten yeerei and China
agreed Std redqce i:he pmduetion of the’
d:;ug' Within hen boundaries at an’ equa.i
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s Our English friends ha.ve kept faith
with the~ powers in fulfilling their prom-1
fige, and trom. all’ ‘Wwe' canlearn Chine. will,
reduce her acreage of opium this’ yee.r-by
more than 15 per cent. ‘The Dominion of
Cana.da. 1s doing her utmost ‘to- help us
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superess the importetion oi' smokihg an
eatingt. opium.. Ourﬁ._la.w prohibiting the-_
importation “0f- any Opium except for, me
&icine‘i puiposes,.weﬁtk into eifieetI gt
April;- ! Canada - w'ént aig-.’one ~better by

pessing £ simiiar le.w th_et -became et‘fect-
ive last .'l'a.nua.ry.‘ PR L

i .o * 4' *\\ : ! L,

“As £ resuit of. these ia.wq smoking
opium, .whichrsold formerly for.from $1.5¢°
1056 ,a; pound. id scarce in the Chinatowns
oP. tbe big‘ cii:ies at. $50 a. pound 0Of course
‘some: is smuggled in eccesionaliy a.nd gets
to. the Chinese 4n . San Francisco and New
York, .but the qua.ntity cqnsumed is in-
iiniteeimel ompered wii:h what wag for-
merly used.. .

T hardest’ task we he,d a.t the con-
ference was to’ secure the passage of a
resolution pledging ‘tha verieug Govern.
1ments - to prohibit the - exportetion of

opium inany form ¢ to any country which
proh.ibits the.entry-ot-opium, its alkaloids;.
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deriva.tives, or preparations. 'We strongly
urged upon' the commisslon the fact that
we. had n* ‘our. Netione.l pure :tood ia.ws

48 on; the 8 ﬁpn'ient of: these se.me__e.rticles
in’our. 111ter-State ‘commerce. { " A

not es:
Stetee, ,but ag’ e. ‘matter. of. internetional
cou;'tesy' S a.nd .the American delega-
tion felt: tha.t~ it was. time tha;t the princi-
rple of. do unto others ag you. would be done
'by was. recognized in regard to such mat-
ters especie.lly the opium --fraffic. The

Br‘itish delegation a.t tirst led the opposi- |

-tion. hut fine‘llé,r dgreed zo it a.nd it was
,.Daﬂsed unenimously.. _ l
*In . passing a Federal ‘law: the.t “will*
_prevent the tre.t‘fic in undesirable: drugs. it
-will.be: necessary 'to look. well into™ the
tuture. I would not bé at all- surpriséd:
ity When we get rid: of the opium da.nger
-the chlore.l peni and. the other now known:
"drus evils, we. shall .encounter new ones..
'-The hsbitues wiil feel that- they must
‘adopt ‘yomgthing to-take.the plage of the
K dope ._.they ‘have lost through legal en-
_ectment Hesheesh, of which we know
very. little in this country will doubtlessly
e edopted by -ma.ny .0f the tnforti~
'netes Af they ‘¢an’ get 1t. In .India. the
bt tives telte hashee h as a drink, called
bhang. The Arabs, E thians, and. Malays
'eat it dry.*_ ' . ,
-'-?'-: P -i:- -i:- ‘ - ']

‘ ¢. Th_et/the United States was a pretty
}good’ opium oustomer s proved by. the
iact that ten da.ys after the.-prohibitory
lew went into etfect in April barring out,
all ,..smOKing opium, ‘the . Portuguese
N opium, farm’ on- the Islend of Macao
bque ‘up-its business, Macao imported the
‘opium;in its crude state and prepared it
Ifo.. smoitinz. ] Nearly its entire product
Was sold in the United States.”

The importa.tion of smoking opium into
the United Stetes reached. it high -water
meri: in 190" When 160, 397 pounds were.
limporterﬁi 'Last ‘year the imports were.a
httie ILSS than 100000 vounds and this.
vear, under the restrictive law that went
mto effect In April it is expected that tne
sum total will be \about a.-quarter of that
amount. - Next year. there will. be no im-
ports of smoking oplum declared at any
of the ports. In 1008 the imports of smok-
-.ing opiw:n registered at San Francisco
alone amounted to 14o.345 pounds. " Hawaii

got 1,400 pounds Puget Sound, 196; Will-
amette, Wesh., 119; and the district of
Montaha and Idaho combined, just one
pound, ve.lued at $6 Of crude opium New
York imported last year 123,427 poundS,
valued-at- $483,’?4.7. Philadelphia’s jmports
of [ crude opiu® for the same year were

the same penaitiess-on the ‘shipment of|
deleterious ‘grticles” to * foreign "countries|

. pointed ‘ot that ‘we had; done’ this,
-resu t of pnessure from-foreign |
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i103,081, St. Louis s, 6, 885 ‘pounds, and De-
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Tong-Shao-Yi, Who Drafted the .Chi~ -

nese: Edict Against Opiuni.

troit’s, 2,430, "All the United States ports
combined showed during 1908 an-importa-
tion"of 285,845 pounds of crude opium;-val-
ued at $1,151,207. During the same period
the smoking opium brought into thc couns

try. was valued at $1,336,703.

Federal officials regard. the New Yor‘k
laws.  applying to the sale and. \use of
baneful drugs as being pecuha.r}y “well
fitted to serve as a copy for other. States.
ThB essential SECthIiS are as fOlIOWS.

" *‘ Section 218 of the Pubhc Health Taw,.
Prescription of oplum, morphine, _coea.i.ne,_
and chloral. No pharmacist, drugglst,
apothecary, or other person.shall, refill:
more than once prescriptions. conta.ining'
opium or morphine or prepa.ratlon of eith.
er of them, or.cocaine or chloral, in which -
the dose of opium.shall exceed one quar-
ter of a grain, or of morphine one twent!-
eth of a grain, or of cocaine one—ha.lf of
a grain, or of chloral. ten .grains, -except
upon the. written order of a physician.”

“ Section 405 of the Penal Code-of the
State 'of New York. Regulations assto
prescnptions of oplum and morphine, A,
person who, except on written or verbal
order of a physician, refills more than
once prescriptions*containing oplum, mor-
phine, or préparations of either, In which
‘the dose of oplum - exceeds one-fourth
grain, or morphine one—twentieth graing

| is guilty” of a. misdemeanor.’” -



